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Our Mission

To speak for the well-being of Alabama’s 

children through 

research, public awareness, and advocacy.



Why Healthy Food Financing in Alabama?

• Creates jobs

• Boosts local economies

• Reverses state health trends



Age Range % of Population 
Obese

National 
Ranking

2-4 (WIC) 16.3% 10th

10-17 18.0% 5th

Childhood Obesity In Alabama



Percent of children 
18 years old and 

under with low access 

to healthy foods.



Grocers Summit in Alabama to Discuss 
Healthy Food Financing





Highlighting the greatest 
health impacts and the need 
for a healthy food financing 
program in Alabama.

Over 1.8 million Alabama 
residents, including nearly half 
a million children, live in 
lower-income communities 
underserved by supermarkets.

Food For Every Child 
Mapping Report 



An Overwhelming Proportion of Alabamians View 
Childhood Obesity as a Problem and Want Actions 

Taken

9

View 
Childhood 

Obesity as a 
Problem

84%

Important that 
Alabama Make 

Effort to Reduce 
Childhood 

Obesity
87%

Polling: 90 % of Alabamians 
believe our children should 
have access to fresh, healthy 
food and support the state in 
making efforts to reduce 
childhood obesity.

87% feel it is important that 
Alabama make an effort to 
reduce childhood obesity.

Southeast Research

Healthy Food Financing Highlights



Legislation

SB 260: sponsored by Sen. Greg Reed with 
Sen. Quinton Ross as the lead co-sponsor

Establishes a statewide Heathy Food 
Financing program to provide incentives to 
grocers and other small food retailers to 
locate in areas with limited access.

In the House, Rep. James Buskey
introduced the companion bill, HB 283.

Sen. Greg Reed 
(R) Jasper

Rep. James Buskey
(D) Mobile



Fresh Food Retail Projects in Underserved Communities

Supermarkets Small grocery stores
Co-ops, farmers markets, and 

other “non-traditional” formats

Community Development Financial Institution & Food Access Organization

Raise private capital Provide financing
Determine applicant 

eligibility
Market program, 

advocate for community

Government or Foundation 

Provide seed funding Oversee program implementation

Healthy Food Financing Program Model



Healthy Food Financing Initiative 
Implementation Process

Grocer applies for 
financial incentives 
to build or expand 

store in a food 
desert.

Food access 
organization 
screens for 
eligibility.

CDFI provides 
customized 
financing  to 

support store.



April 2018 – First Healthy Food Financing 
Initiative Awards by Gov. Ivey

❖ Africatown Community Development Corp., Mobile, AL
❖ Children of the Village Network, Inc., Sumter, AL
❖ City of Birmingham
❖ Jones Valley Teaching Farm, Birmingham, AL
❖ Peoples Piggly Wiggly, Cherokee, AL
❖ West Alabama Food Bank; Northport, AL
❖ Wright’s Market, Inc., Opelika, AL
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Rhonda Mann
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